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Homework is defined as any task assigned by school teachers intended for students to carry out during non-school hours designed to meet 

specific learning goals. (DEC Homework Policy Guidelines, 2012). All NSW public schools are required to develop a homework policy in 

consultation with staff, students, parents and caregivers in each school’s community. The school community were consulted in 2016 and the 

following policy was written as a result.  

 

RATIONALE 

 

The purpose of homework is to inspire students towards lifelong learning. 

 

STATEMENT 

 

Our school community believe that homework should be:  

 

 relevant to each student’s learning needs 

 purposeful and designed to meet specific learning goals 

 built on knowledge, skills and understanding developed in class 

 clearly stated and requirements made explicit during class time 

 supported by teacher strategies for students having difficulties completing homework. 

 

IMPLEMENTATION 

 

Homework will include compulsory, recommended and optional components.  

 

KILLARNEY HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOL 

HOMEWORK POLICY 
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STAGE 
 

COMPULSORY RECOMMENDED OPTIONAL 

 
 
 

EARLY 
STAGE ONE 

 
 

 Reading three English readers per 
week.  Parents are encouraged to 
listen to their child read and ask 
them questions about the story. 
Parents are encouraged to read a 
wide variety of books to their 
children to develop a love of 
literature.  

 

 Learn Rocket words 
 

 Francophone French: 
2/3 readers and learn Rocket 
words 
 

 Preparation for News  Mathletics 
 

 Reading Eggs 
 

 Language Nut 

 
 
 
 
 

STAGE ONE 
 
 

 Read for 10 minutes per day. 
These will be ability based readers 
provided by the teacher. Parents 
are encouraged to listen to their 
child read and ask them questions 
about the story. Parents are 
encouraged to read a wide variety 
of books to their children to 
develop a love of literature. 

 

 Spelling: Look, Say, Cover, Write, 
Check 
Sentences with spelling words 

 

 Francophone French set 
homework 

 Two Spelling/Mathematics matrix 
choices per week 
 

 

 Consolidation activities for 
specific learning needs on an 
individual basis, e.g. Rocket 
Words 
 

 

 Preparation for speaking tasks 
following class support.  

 
 

 Anglophone French set 
homework 

 Mathletics 
 

 Reading Eggs 
 

 Language Nut 
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STAGE TWO 
 
 

 Read for 15 minutes per day. 
Reading may include novels, 
picture books and information 
texts.  

 
 
 

 Francophone French set 
homework 
 

 Reading in French for 
Francophones 

 Spelling 
 

 Mathletics 
 

 Consolidation activities for 
specific learning needs on an 
individual basis, e.g. learning 
times tables. 

 

 Preparation for speaking tasks 
following class support.  

 

 Anglophone French  set 
homework 

 

 Matrix activities which include 
interest based research activities 
linked to units of work studied in 
class, giving them an opportunity 
to begin to develop time 
management and study skills in 
preparation for high school.  

 
 
 

 Reading in French for 
Anglophones 

 
 
 
 

STAGE 
THREE 

 
 

 Read for 20 minutes per day.  
Reading may include novels, 
picture books and information 
texts. 

 
 
 
 
 

 Francophone French set 
homework 
 

 Reading in French for 
Francophones  

 Spelling 
 

 Mathletics 
 

 Consolidation activities for 
specific learning needs on an 
individual basis, e.g. learning 
times tables. 

 

 Preparation for speaking tasks 
following class support. 

 

 Anglophone French  set 
homework 

 

 Matrix activities which include 
interest based research activities 
linked to units of work studied in 
class, giving them an opportunity 
to begin to develop time 
management and study skills in 
preparation for high school. 

 
 
 

 Reading in French for 
Anglophones 
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RESPONSIBILITIES 

Teachers will:  

 Communicate the purpose of homework  

 Provide flexibility to allow for differing student circumstances 

 Acknowledge student effort in all completion of homework and provide feedback as needed. 

 

Parents will:  

 Encourage and support children to take responsibility for their own learning at home 

 Ensure compulsory homework is completed. 

 Communicate with teachers if difficulties are encountered. 

 

Please see the Question and Answer section for additional information.  

 

I would like to acknowledge the work of the Community Homework Committee in writing this policy.  

Vicki Johnson 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



August 2016 
 

 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

1. What sort of feedback should my child be getting for homework? 

Feedback is most useful when it happens immediately after a child completes a task. The ideal feedback would be for a parent to mark the homework in order to 

provide that immediate feedback. Teachers will acknowledge completed homework and provide individual feedback if needed.  

 

2. Why isn't my child’s homework marked? 

Teachers will always acknowledge completed homework but will not always mark every error. Homework does not make as much impact on a child’s learning as in 

class teaching and learning activities. Teachers’ time is more beneficial planning teaching/learning activities for class time than to spend hours marking homework 

that a child may not look at again.  

 

3. Are there punishments for not doing homework?  

No 

 

4. Is my child's current homework relevant to their level?  

Yes, if you are finding your child is having difficulty, please contact the teacher to discuss.  

 

5. Can my child do homework in Extend? 

Extend has a ‘homework club’ and parents can write on the ‘homework club’ list if they want their child to do homework. Extend will tell the child when to do their 

homework and provide a space but it is up to a parent to give consequences if homework is not completed.  

 

6. How do I use Mathletics, why don't we just do maths worksheets?  

Mathletics is an ideal tool for homework as it provides immediate feedback, it is engaging, it is set at your child’s individual level, and more computations can be 

completed in a set amount of time than a worksheet.  

Parents can subscribe to the ‘Family Console’ where you can track your child’s progress and understand what your child is learning in class.  

 

7. Why do we have homework if the research says it's not useful? 

All NSW public schools are required to develop a homework policy in consultation with staff, students, parents and caregivers in each school’s local community. The 

results of this consultation process are that 53.33% of parents feel homework should be compulsory and 44.67% feel it should be non-compulsory or abolished. We 

have written a new school policy to reflect these results.  
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Professor John Hattie: Visible Learning for Literacy, Grades K-12 2016.  

Homework that provides another chance to practise something already taught and for which a student has the beginnings of mastery can be effective, but homework that involves new materials, 

projects, or work with which a student may struggle when alone is least effective. Importantly, homework may not be the answer to students’ achievement, and efforts to raise the rigor of schooling by 

assigning more independent learning that students complete at home are misguided and potentially harmful.  

 

8. I want my child to do more homework, what are my options? 

Our new policy has optional activities to choose if you want your child to do more homework.  
A key finding from the inquiry into the approaches to homework in Victorian schools stated, "Homework can reduce the amount of time available to pursue other activities and interests which may have 

equal or greater long term benefit." 

9. How long should my child spend on homework? 

Setting time guidelines for homework is no longer recommended according to the current Department of Education policy. This aspect of homework policy is based 

on educational research. Previously, guidelines suggested 10 minutes for each year of schooling (e.g. 20 minutes for Grade 2, 50 minutes for Grade 5), however the 

impracticalities of managing this are not educationally sound. For instance, an avid reader may read well beyond this while a disengaged student may spend most of 

the time employing work avoidance strategies. It is not the time spent doing homework that is important, but the value of the work itself. 

 
COPIED FROM q15 ANSWER Professor John Hattie believes:  

"The problem is that time is the easiest variable. I would be trying to convince parents that it does not matter whether it is 5 minutes or 5 hours, let us make it a time. I do not really care whether it is 30 

minutes or an hour. It is what you do in that time that really matters" Professor John Hattie, Melbourne Graduate School of Education, Transcript of evidence, Melbourne, 29 April 2014 

 

10. Why can't homework be set to include the weekend? 

There are several reasons why homework runs on the school week cycle. 

 Spelling programs include a progression of learning and teaching activities including pre-testing, explicit teaching, consolidation (in class and through 

homework), post-testing, marking and feedback. Teachers require time to mark, feedback and plan. By collecting homework mid-week, this learning and 

teaching cycle is compromised. 

 Some work is provided in advance, especially in the primary years. Families can manage this accordingly in consultation with classroom teachers.  

 Online activities, such as Mathletics, could be completed over the weekend in consultation with classroom teachers 

 Weekends are for families 

 

11. My child refuses to do their homework and I am tired of trying to force them to...any suggestions? 

 Establish a homework time and stick to it each day.  

 Set a time limit – use a clock as a timer that your child can see.  

 Reward completed homework. 

 



August 2016 
 

12. As a parent how should I be involved in my child’s homework? 

Education is a collaborative process between the child, parent and school. Parents are ‘partners’ in their children’s education. There are a number of ways that 

parents can usefully be involved in children’s homework. These include:  

 Providing a comfortable physical space away from irrelevant screen distractions.  

 Providing the tools necessary to complete homework. 

 Providing general oversight of the homework process. 

 Responding to your child’s homework performance. 

 Showing an interest in what your child is learning. 

 Communicating with your child’s teacher if your child is experiencing difficulties. 

 Demonstrating an enthusiasm for lifelong learning. 

 

13. I want less homework as we have a busy life, what do I do? 

Our homework policy has reading as a compulsory task which is considered a lifelong skill. Other tasks are recommended or optional to suit various family lifestyles. 

 

14. Why do homework if it's just revision? 

 
Professor John Hattie: Visible Learning for Literacy, Grades K-12 2016.  

Homework that provides another chance to practise something already taught and for which a student has the beginnings of mastery can be effective, but homework that involves new materials, 

projects, or work with which a student may struggle when alone is least effective. Importantly, homework may not be the answer to students’ achievement, and efforts to raise the rigor of schooling by 

assigning more independent learning that students complete at home are misguided and potentially harmful. 

 

15. The time stated for my child to do their homework is not enough?  

The times should be seen as a guide for parents; sometimes it may take less time, others more. 
 

Professor John Hattie believes:  

"The problem is that time is the easiest variable. I would be trying to convince parents that it does not matter whether it is 5 minutes or 5 hours, let us make it a time. I do not really care whether it is 30 

minutes or an hour. It is what you do in that time that really matters" Professor John Hattie, Melbourne Graduate School of Education, Transcript of evidence, Melbourne, 29 April 2014 

 

Useful resources for parents:  

Department of Education School A_Z website (http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au),  Mathletics Guide – Welcome to the Family, Visible Learning and Literacy, Grades K-12  

by Professor John Hattie. 

 

http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/
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